State, Government, Politics

I know of no country where the general national feeling and
the love for the fatherland as a whole offer so little obstruc-
tion to the excesses of party passion as with us.

OTTO VON BISMARCK,   1898

The supposedly apocryphal saying which Plutarch attributes
to Caesar, that he would rather be first in a wretched moun-
tain hamlet than second in Rome, has always impressed me
as a genuinely German idea. Only too many of us in public
life think thus, and look for the little hamlet.

OTTO VON BISMARCK,   1898

A State whose government is in the hands of the covetous,
the novaruM rerum cupidiy and the orators, who are better able
than others to deceive the uncritical masses, will always be
condemned to a perturbation of its evolutionary path which
so ponderous a mass as a political community cannot suffer
without serious injury to its organism.

OTTO  VON BISMARCK,   1898

The art of speech is so little developed and practised in
Germany, political talent is so rare, our political temperament
so lethargic, that every Parliamentary debate peters out on
the second day.                         DR. JOHANNES VON MIQUEL

(Prussian Minister of Finance, 1890-1901)

When one considers how urgently all our social problems
and social needs are knocking at the door, and how important
it is that we should understand our period better, and learn
how to keep step with it, one may well shudder oa reflecting
how much of the plunder buried by us these two hundred
years past will have to be brought out of the lumber-room.

COUNT ROBERT  ZEDLITZ-TRUTZSCHLER,   1905
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